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By Joe Fortier. FAPA Winter 1944
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STRICTLY ECHOES. ©Nothing like a few subtitles throvm reckliessly here
and there for appearance, While throwing thinge,
such as the bull and the horns to boot, Laney will find I've thrown a
little cabbage his way--and please don't let me find anyone chastising
me for the construction of this sentence; it just turned out like this,
that's all, sorta--yeh—-thrown together.

Thanke a million, to strike
a depth of cliches, for turning out Twilight Eohoee as you did, FT, I
never expected anything qQuite so nice, sc 1'm rather pleased and happy.
I'm sorry if anything could be construed or misconetrued ae libel; don't
you rather think you use the label differently than I? You seem to de-
fine anything that might be called such as 1ibel; I usually define any-
thing that can be proven such as libel. Therein lies the lie, or some-
thing. But to hell with such chitéchat, meanwhile begging pardon for
violating the saored vow never to usee four letter words, especially
strong or virile ones!...l misphrased my closing bit last time about
the marriage. Yes, I'm getting married a little after this mailing
comea out--if China doesn't make a bid for me first--but I'm not back-
ing out on fandom as last mailing's news seemed to indiocate. Yours
truly is going to skip a mailing or eo, that's all.

But Wiedenbeok,
the coward.

"Forgotten Fantasies", par En Garde, was ope of the terri-
fio items of last mailing. Continue to Bhng such stuff thgether, Ash,
. .Sardonyx brings to mind the fact that I've always thought fondly of
Peter Pan and Wendy in the land of Never-Never where Captain Hook and
a hoat of others dwelt. Not even "Slan" could impress me as much.Does
anyone remember the beautiful fantasies about the water babies, the
delightful cherubs who lived under water? Lovely... Bravo for Buck!

The Fantasy Amateur under the direction of Shaw shows for the first
time a sipn of 1ife, a spark of originality. The new officers seem off
to a fine start except that-~if I can be pardoned for seeming a little
blunt and perhaps being unwarranted in my thoughts--Lowndes and Woll-
heim spsak as though they were going to run the whole show. Suppose
there should be someone who wants to do some running toot! Moot point
that.

Sappho, and little fingers of ecstasy run up and down my spine.
(So I am infringing on black magic, so what?) Watson once mentioned,
after viewing an 0ld FAPA malling--one of those gloriouas affaiis in
somber shades of slop--that he'd someday top them all in the FAPA. This
is great, wilth today's worst on a par with yesterday's best-—-and Will-
ie tops them all in a blanket average. This is roundabout renrieve
fpr the "Warner disgrace®™. ...If you haven't heard: Harzy {iug Fort-
ier from the unkncwn, the Joe who invented Reitrof and rels:rd elld
with fandom. But Li'l Joe found Willie, albeit mayhap nct coxsletely,
80 in the long run Harry did a good deed. Y'know: that 4 ¢Cuale B
eduals C stuff, then differentiate.

Oh yes. Probably because I don't
understand poetry as a poet should, I enjoyed the untitled poem and
"Kaleidoacope in Swingtime® best of all... Banshee is another nice
title. Spencer will be Quite a loss, to put it mildly. He was 50% of
the mag's interest. But Glory Day has arrived and now I can die happi-
ly. Being no more than an average fan when I entered fandom, my dream
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vas t0 someday be great and Wondarful and good and godlv and fine 1ir=
Forrest J Ackerman. In wailspers I would gonfiide te mysélf, "Someday,
Joe, you may tie in a poll with Ackerman.' Tnen guiltily I would loob
ad>out for fear so..eone had overneard such blasphemous thoughte. And
now at laet my dream is a reality., Ackerman and I have tied for fouik
place. as the worst fen in'fandom:"Maybe I.snould say sinuycks end forget
it all, dut I can think of a' four letter word that describes the situ-
ation petter. Maybe you don't think so, 46, but I think it's funny as
anyehirz in the mailing. - -
"Yeeterday s 10,000 years" continues to be
one of the brightest spots of the wailing and-.go Fan-Tods remains one
oI the better Fapubds.. The Panty Raieer vies for f firat~epot honors oi
ibis malling, Pléase 1Pform sorojn that for proper postage I'll be
willing %o contribute one elightly used byt neatly laundersd pair of
8ilk panties, Thaey fit perfectly if eshe.hasn't put on weight since I
last saw her--properly dressed, I hastily add. Amyway, I Qave to r.d’
nyself of surplus. stock before taking those; final matrimonial stepe..
(ana what were you aayiag about libel Laney?)

The Mad Muse I savTed
until last. - lnrough the efforte of James Ruseell uray you've donu i%
again, Bill., Thie collection does not edual the workx of George Eucy
by any means, oui neverthelesa it gertainly takes flret honore of this
mail ing,

But thers are some publications which are praised and reprai-
sed consistently. I'd like to ask the membersalp wiay (if for other.
than dogmatic reasons) and I'd lilke to let the editors know at least
ore guy doesn't give a hoot, though tis hoot doesn't count a jood toot.
Iais is the list: The Nucleus, one of the most illegible, ungrammatic-
alr, pooriy presented bits of illogic in fandom; Beyond, which uses
caildisn material and ridiculous llustrations—-excepting Weidenbeck,
tue dowaxrd.l: dorlzona, 1lleglale, unreadable, and an eyestrain to Yoot .
~-—~thouzn 1t might oe zood if I could risk my psepers; Fantagy Comment-
ator, as: 1nterest1a~ a6 a congr9931onar'report from Wasiingtom anc as
coﬁorxul as the stock narket reporis; ngenoloe of Inwit, the point of
waich eBCwySB me enitrely——all of which may be my fault; The FAPA Far,
dull ang-: strlotly a duq, nev excueable even on the grounds 8 0of tae oi d»
eat Fapub.

It's good to see that a few are getting away from tiie idea
--85il) prevalent.in Caliban and sucn--of coumenting on the last mail-
ing to such an extent that there is nothing new for this mailing. I'n
cuttlnb ny -cpumments almadt in half thie time and intend ro continue to
do 80. Incldeﬁtally, if as Fran intimated, I injured anyone's pride
end.preatize or.hurt his dignity or fgosikion, I want to apologise TOIT
tne last mmlﬁing ~Such doings are not my purpose even though wmy nor-
ral overly frank manner may Shgéest thset, In this issuse, tne jives at
Viederbeck and Douglas are purely in fun, no mors.. And.now to slik %o
& ccrner, there to write pondercus prose for FAPA. ]
$$Tw444**4*****»****s**t*********#*****m****t***t**#***4*******###*****
2 ERLUDLES, I'd 1ike o push back time for a bit, dragging out the

moat remembersd things aboutl the faﬂs I've met while 4n

acrvice.

Lynn Bridges dug up stakes reoently to join the glider infan-
tiy, dut before he Teft MaocDili Field I had the dietinct privilege and
fdonox of making his acQuaintance. The tech-sarge didn't disappoint me
2y cng ©it; he was everything I nad imagined and much mowse.

: Itt's good
to ;te able, sven thQu\ﬂ only now and then, tc Aeet someone ag lavel
2zadsdas - Lynn. He's strictly a man with ais feet on the. grouwnd -and-

nis. mind on toe CLTHSEE SN Genial aincere, his interest 1n fanaom.llea
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srlgly ~.-’f_;t.‘_.1 thg FARA ead perhapg glightly with thg NFFE, His gteady
JiUE AYEH wie bobiaate it kY gg wilch to dncHor & Trafk meelifig and a
la%er frisndsai, Lynv s the ¥ing of guy whe knows immediatelv if he's
01%;, %¢ Like you——-and he's the xzind of fellow vou like immediately.

Joan Cuaningham and Jackson, Jiississippi I met for the first tize a
year ago iast swmer Both of ther disappointed me, to be frank, and
L Enow that I at 1easu disappointed Jonnny. The story goes that Cunn-
ingnas has grown 1o be considered a humanitarian of sorts, ons of the
rPL_gloas cornera to the tapble of fandor. In John's mind, at least, I
Wwad piciuned as a devil-raising pervert, So what was the resuli? John-
27, a8 a rosult of arwy life and joaded by our neeting, was hell-bent
¢ finding the roughést liGuor and the smoothest women, or turnabout,
i's not suwre; GI Jeo, as a resuli of arwy ciapels in the desolation of
-188lesippl and egged on Dy memorics of Cunningnau, was determined to
apend a sane thrse-day pass and stay clear of the evils of life. Ve
didn't click one Lit, because ithe contrast was a disappointuent rather
Tadal a surprise.
Paul dpencer was Ly first &I discovery in aruy life,

TWe years a0 this spring, aad tie sort acGuaintance at Pawling remains
ey oX my Lright army memories. Paul is much like Tom Wright in many
1vsyectb, whicn may De one rzason L took a fancy to hinm. As a fellow

erypto I cer tairk of no one with whom I'd rather be stationed overseas.
Paul haa & zood head on aim and a aistinct taste for good reading and
even sone falr writing, sc I expect great things from him when this
dumnasie wai is ovexr. Our corysspondence drifted off due te juat one
or tavsz thirgs in army iife, known mainly as discussing life wiih a
cenine- in reoard S0 wiriting eack other,

Ther. there were sone nice clv-
ilianes toc. 0Qa ves, bher e still fo de fOLﬂd Oseie Train helped
Driven some uoments i 2hiladslphia. He'a a awell egy, desplite a
8lizht nerveus Jisordsy Nthﬂ ks eya nin out of the axmy, and he has
the wakings of « good author. Zis collectior is realliy ons of tae
Iises unanwne. Oagi: is striotly on 1y list to viait again. Julils
Unges ,xcvidsd @me Wita pisasant Brooﬁljn afternoons &oout the time I
Xnsw toe Spence, For aomd reason forgotien by now we never did make
cuwr Jinal date—--and Julie nevsy aid sand e his newsy (nirt). Hoping
I paven't 6w tos unreadably dry, I'11 call this to a halt and do a2
taps ssasiern as I 2is tae sack wntil tomorrow, when I'll wrap ur tals
FURCR R VI IS
#:l :;1::?«3**'-;n;x*-'-;"ol:coe3.‘0.00te:c:a*e#o#mm..00*#*#*************ﬁ'####*****
FALING IUTQO STARLIGIT. Ade istedly tiat Elul“ recksg of Edgar Guesli-—-~
i ana waat one dosan'tl-—but it's strictly lit-
sral, cow.s. A 1a often iy aanit, I've taxen to reminiscing at this
wrivin, in e Iatdsi Lol of Sepvenher on what led to 5barll"ﬂu pub-
licationa. It staztsa 19 ysara a 0 hA n I startea reading eclentiflc-
TIoN. . .0T wayds it starisd wita $he Jivest strip of IZuck Rogers. It
oakes 1ivtle ox ne Giffersncs.

1
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celebrgting ox suffering, knewirng
0% WRICLW, BlX YEALH &B i aCilve : fi-znd@on, mostly on. 1938 it
was, and Iall o% that, when I d¢c¢dv, to become that stranze veing, an
actifan. Throu.h the wsdiiu of Spaceways and Le Zomble 1 had some
BTSSR LN fu011snua in ldou wioica led swsrtually 0 @Y oWR nazaZine
that fall, a prs-publication titis of Stunning Scisntific Fiction by
Sinasi i, ; Pudlicaiions, later coan.ed av uolication tTo Ssunninz Bolens
tifon., Zaw! I ilaughed 00 8 Time Wors on. Firally the sedond lssue
DGIXEU Sown to SoMentifar.

I scrapi2a an inoo;l*ete tnird issue and
lift8d a GQspartment--"idsrcuryt--%o stars publication in suringtlue

— ) e



c: 1940 ol The Californig iieroury, which ran rezularly tarouza wmost of
tus vear as vas Pacific Coas®tTs only newsmag. After that it was a hit
and =ige proposition with B couple of estrictly gay iseuse for the nell-
uvitali, no typs of dietribution baxred. I+ did run feiriy emoothly dkFx
ey a pericd in 1943.

Spwaking of zay issues vuere were suck thin s &
Spicy Tellus, The Qukveniionser, etc. And then thers weire sucl iliusy
Ily-0y-rr1.Aa%8 as convsniiol 1lesusa of Starlignt, Comet, umezowry, elo,
not o menvion vavriously titled paraghrased on Twilljnt. (aven if this
is boring the nell out of you I'm enjoying it all.,)

The COomet, whichk I
helped Tox Wright %o produce, wae a nice specimen, BIarlizos is wy
prids and joy of all time, Wright aseieting; much as ie Dawn in Tow's
¢atimation, uysely assisting. There hawve Deen niher odd izsues, e0ud
0% wiich 1 own no copiss of wyeelf, and a few of which I can't reczll
without seavcning through my files. They were all a lot of fun in the
naking.

Soieatifan anG Stariizht weye the largest fanmaze of their
time, ths latter Deing acclalasd the best at publication... ‘'Merk!'
€i1ievs wWal tos neatest all-arcund newsy ever put forbn, the only one
to sivs a ecowplods coverage... And 'z as proud oi the successiul Co-

met and Davm ae il they kad Dzen ay very owa...

!

"Hellfire" I believe

to be the wcst ssneational coluur of &all fantime--and also at its out-
set ths oet distadteful. If I's proud of nothing wore in wy Tran car-
ger——-ptartir; the Goldsn Gats Faniasy Soclety, creating a few stremm—~
lined ideas in publienlzny &lbeit not overly neas, writing, etc.—-I'm
glad I entered fandow «na disccverd Tow Wrizht, thae best buddy L've ever
knovn and the best artist fandow has ewsr had. He's atfandom's forgot-
ten fan, no Goubt sbout that.

.+ Waat is &ll thig? WNane it and ftaxe 1t,
I've zo% it off wy ches®, all thoss tacuznts which weat flashiny through
oy wind at the complstion of six yecrs work in fandow, all vicse vasic
thinze for thet warm zlowingz feelin ., I experienced ai the realization,
all thal made me e 2aLpy for ac uacy yeava. A1l I ocan say is that we
are Dot giad it was eix yeare of Li'l Joe and not six yeare cf Heitroi.
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"SO ADIOS..."  (Txcsypie from Li'l Joe's latter of 10/10/4+i which ac-
snisd the wwterial For tiaie mag., —-FTL) I've had
in @y Lind & 1% o bianl wverss, sntivisa "It's Avbuun®, for Sappho
perazpe. AL D've thovihi of oonivinuing oy Teaiurea in the PEFS Lews,
tais tius e Fas cardies of Fao clus o alks,  For vou I had snavisioned
a varvs—_ar®v airvicle of "Eien Jog Fann Returznav®, dDut that wiil aave o
Wait walle I patizy noxs naterial. "Sucdenly It'e Spring Again® was a
nice Tivie for an Fnaviilon eaga. Tasn theirs was a eenics partially
dons dor Tra:zlsy Dusd, a coip.ny journal I write fox.

Well, 1 had in
ind ali dhose Tain a, Dut it'e wisier now-~or will e scon-—and waile
caln, avbusn Finds 6 rricd 1 o week, the colu finds me svil. warus,
in £a0% aov fox ovsresas. L' _oin, on my last Jurlough Soncirow, 80
adigce weiil I Zavs o Ciance to 8% dack pltcaing in vas FAPA.
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A ghortd
), eae 1ifs 1s eweet. Zappy Fapaping. . Joe.
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TYILIGIT LGOS is btis PAPA publicatior of Jeseph J. Fortizs (nes Joan
Reitrof) and is pubilisiaed with facilivise of tae LASPES by ths FTLani@c
aB3isted Dy was Laney sais, Sandy and Quigsgle. Tyrposgrapiicai ol o%aer
BYTOTE Ly w6 viamed on thg two lavoelr, Stencilled 10/15/4-=.
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